
Newsletter, Autumn 1, year 2025-26
Welcome to our first newsletter of the academic year. 
It has been really pleasing how the year 7s have 
settled into school and to see new friendships 
forming.

Over the break we are hoping to start redevelopment 
of our library area and continued decoration through 
the school. We will have new electric gates installed at 
the front of school with intercom to reception to 
further increase safety.  

I hope you have found the family pack use that we 
sent out following input from the Parent/carer Forum 
Group feedback. If you are interested in being part of 
the group please contact Mrs Rutter. 

Kind regards

Jonathan Budd
Head of School

Some of our Year 7s



Family diary dates for next ½ term

Date Event Who

05/11/2025 Student Photographs All students & siblings annual photos.

06/11/2025 Pit Stop Café (Year 7 & M1) Families invited for all Year 7 classes and M1.

10/11/2025 Anti-bullying week Awareness being raised about anti-bullying. 

12/11/2025 Pride of Friars Coffee AM
Reward for identified students & families by our 
Pastoral Team. 

13/11/2025 Pit Stop Café (Year 8) Families invited for allYear 8 classes.

14/11/2025 Parent Forum Group Parent group giving feedback to school. 

14/11/2025 Children In Need 'Mufti' day, bring a donation if you can.

Date Event Who

20/11/2025 Pit Stop Café (Year 9 & M2) Families invited for all Year 9 classes & M2.

27/11/2025
Pit Stop Café (Year 10 & 
P16)

Families invited for all Year 10 classes & P16.

04/12/2025 Christmas Make
Families invited to complete own make, 
information to follow (2pm). 

05/12/2025 Christmas Fayre (1pm) Families invited

11/12/2025 Pit Stop Café (Year 11) Families invited for all Year 11 classes.

17/12/2025 Christmas Dinner To be ordered in line with school dinners. 

Last Day of term Back Monday 5th of January. 

Returning Monday the 3rd November 2025



Careers @ Friars Academy
Please do make contact if you have any questions or quer ies at:
careers@bettertogetherlearningtrust.org

Some of the 
options students 
are exploring. 

Events are open 
to all year groups. 

8 November 2025
10am - 1pm

Year 11 and Year 13 students 
are making the decision now about where they 

would 
like to progress onto next summer.Some Year 10 students have visited colleges, exploring a range of 

courses, including health and social care and creative courses.

Some students 
attended Silverstone
Careers Showcase 

2025

mailto:careers@bettertogetherlearningtrust.org
https://www.silverstonemuseum.co.uk/whats-on/events/careers-showcase-2025/
https://www.silverstonemuseum.co.uk/whats-on/events/careers-showcase-2025/


Friars Academy
Pastoral Area

Miss Pride
Pastoral
Support
worker

Mrs. Minney
Pastoral
Support
worker

Staying connected.
If you wish to discuss anything or have any 
concerns, we may be able to offer pastoral 

support.
You can contact the school office, send a 

message on Dojo or email the class 
teacher and we will get back to you. 

Pumpkin Fun
Pumpkins are such fun! They look brilliant with spooky 
faces.

Knives are very sharp, and pumpkins are very tricky to 
cut, so you may want to ask a grown up to do this for 
you.

You can still draw and design the face or picture for 
your pumpkin.

Pumpkins have candles inside to light up
their spooky faces at night. 

You must remember that fire can burn you.

�V�ç�Á�Õ�¹�¯�Â�Ü���‚�Ø�›���¨�ç�Â���ã�È���¼�È�È�¹���‚�ã���Ž�ç�ã���•�È�Â�­�ã���ã�È�ç�•�­���ã�­�›�Á���‚�Â�•��
never touch matches or lighters yourself.

Halloween is very exciting, but you must 
remember these top tips so that you can stay safe 
and have a spooktacular time!

Trick or Treat!

It is very exciting going out trick-or-
treating at nighttime, but you must 
still be very careful next to roads. It 
can get very busy on the pavements so 
please do not push anyone.

Stranger Danger

Trick-or-treating is so much fun  but 
always go with a grown-up or a group of 
friends.
�y�È�ç���Á�ç�Ü�ã���Â�›�ó�›�Ø���¹�Â�È�•�¹���È�Â���‚���Ü�ã�Ø�‚�Â�©�›�Ø�­�Ü��
door alone.
You should always check with a grown-
up before you eat any treats that have 
been given to you.
Always be polite to the person that 
opens the door but do not go into their 
house, even if they ask you to.

Please remember not 
everyone likes Halloween so 

ask yourself
�ª�0�Ü���Á�ö����̈ç�Â�•����̈ç�Â��� �̈È�Ø���›�ó�›�Ø�ö�È�Â�›�«

Up and coming Pastoral events
Pride of Friars Tea

November 12th

Invites will be sent out soon



Sport  & 
Leisure 

After School Clubs

Please see below details of our 
sporting opportunities, contact 
the school office for bookings.

Community Opportunities

Kit Expectations

As the weather gets 
colder please can 
you support your 
child by ensuring 
that they have 
layers for their 
Sport & Leisure    
lessons.
Some lessons will 
still be outside.

Kinball

Students in Year 9 had 
the opportunity to go to 
Rushden Academy to take 
part in an inclusive 
Kinball session with 
students from different 
schools, they did a 
fantastic job in a sport 
which was new to all of 
them.

Monday Key Stage 4 Football 

Tuesday Key Stage 3 Football 

Thursday Basketball & Yoga 

Friday Dodgeball



Class 7 Wolves Maths �¡ 
We have been 

looking at different 
topics including 

adding and 
subtracting, place 
value and money

Forest School �¡ 
The class have been really 
enjoying Forest School this 

term!

�d�­�›�ö�­�ó�›���Ž�›�›�Â���Ž�ç�¯�¼�•�¯�Â�©���•�›�Â�Ü�•��
playing in the mud kitchen 

and digging for worms!

English �¡ 
In English we have been reading different poems from 

Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl. We have written 
newspaper articles, sorted pictures and practised 
writing in first person. Students have also been 
engaging in daily phonics and reading sessions 

Ethics �¡
The topic for this 

term in Ethics has 
been Christianity, 

looking at what we 
think Jesus was like

Design Technology �¡ 
The class have been 

working really hard in 
DT making their 

animal-themed pencil 
holders, using lots of 

different tools and 
equipment safely

Welcome to 
Toby who 

has joined 7 
Wolves!



Class 7 Bears

In Geography the class have been 
looking at OS maps. They used the 
key to find different features.

In cooking lessons we have 
been learning how to be safe in 
the kitchen. We have used the 
air fryers to make pizza rolls. 
We enjoyed eating these 
afterwards!

Cycling
We have been lucky to have cycling this 
term with Mr Wheeler. We are loving 
learning to ride bikes and be safe on them -
pretending to ride on roads.

We have been learning about forces 
in Science. We had an amazing time 
making and trying rockets. We even 
used Newton meters to 
measure forces.

In English we are looking at 
�V�È�›�ã�Ø�ö���ã�­�Ø�È�ç�©�­���Y�È�‚�¼�•���� �‚�­�¼�­�Ü��
Revolting Rhymes �¡ they are 
really funny and there are loads 
of great opportunities for some 
fun writing.

We have been looking at 
Money in Maths �¡ make sure 
you get them to help you 
with paying when you go 
shopping!

It has been great getting to know 7 Bears this term!



7 
Panthers

Bikeability
We have started the term 
with bikeability, all the class 
have had a try on a bike and 
seem to be really enjoying 
themselves so far.

Science
In science we have been 
looking at forces, 
experimenting with rockets 
& measuring how far they 
fly. 

Maths
In maths we have been 
looking at pictograms and 
data collection we counted 
the colour of cars in the 
car park.

English
Our English lessons 
have been based on 
looking at fairy tales 
and the Revolting 
Rhymes by Roald 
Dahl.



Class 8 Wolves
English: 

We have been reading 
The Lost Thing by 

Shaun Tan.
Art:

We have been 
designing our 

own 
illuminated 

letters.

Sports and Leisure:
We have been 

using the gym and 
playing rugby.

Cooking and Nutr ition:
We have been practising our 

cooking skills. 
One week we made pizza wheels.

Science:
We have been learning 

about Physical Changes in 
Chemistry.  

We have enjoyed carrying 
out lots of experiments 

including making a 
Density glass and testing 

out diffusion and 
concentration.

Maths:
 We have been 

making our own 
tally charts and 

pictograms.

Geography:
We have been learning about 

Natural Hazards including 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes.



Class 8 Bears

�w�›���­�‚�ó�›���Ž�›�›�Â���Ø�›�‚�•�¯�Â�©���¬�d�­�›��
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Walliams, which is 
supporting or topic of 
�¬�w�­�›�Ø�›���w�›���=�¯�ó�›�­�’���w�›�­�ó�›��
become very interested in 
London and its landmarks.

�w�›�­�ó�›���Ž�›�›�Â���¼�›�‚�Ø�Â�¯�Â�©���‚�Ž�È�ç�ã��
World War 1 in History.

Tasting different 
foods in Cooking 
and Nutrition.

An epic game of Ludo that has 
lasted so far for 4 Friday 
lessons! Fantastic social and 
game playing skills being 
developed.

We love our weekly 
Bike-ability sessions 
with Mr Wheeler.

Wow! Fun 
science- 
learning about 
static electricity!



Class 8 Panthers
We have had a great 1st term in Year 
8, all the students have settled in 
well.

English:
8 Panthers have been reading 'The 
Lost Thing' by Shaun Tan. They have 
been busy creating persuasive 
adverts about recycling and seeing 
what they can make themselves from 
things they would normally throw 
away!

In Forest School 8 Panthers have 
been out for the first time to Glamis 
Woods. They have been exploring 
the woods, experimenting with 
camouflage and creating bows and 
arrows.

In DT students have been  working 
hard to make a marble game out of 
wood and sticks. They have enjoyed 
seeing each others' designs and 
creations

Science:
8 Panthers enjoyed 
some exciting 
practical experiments 
in Science, including 
making digestion 
models and pretend 
poo!

Science:
In Science we have 
been looking at 
fermentation in bread. 
We got to make bread 
and eat it for snack!



Class 9 Wolves

In Science we have been learning about life 
processes, cells and body systems. Students really 

enjoyed using the magnifying glasses to look in 
more detail at things that were either dead or alive.

Forest School �¡ The 
class went off site to 

Glamis Wood and built a 
scarecrow. They played 
hide and seek with the 

scarecrow.

The class have been making battle spinners 
this term in DT. They are all painted and 

ready for battle after the holiday!

In English we have been developing our English skills 
through the topic of The Body. We have been writing 

lists, adding labels and following instructions to make 
skeletons.

We have also been using colourful semantics and 
practicing our handwriting.

In Maths we have been looking at 
number, time, place value and 

tally charts.



Class 9 Bears

Geography:
We have been learning about 
rivers and flooding �¡ we went 
to look at Swanspool Brook 
which is linked to the river 
Nene.

In English we have been 
reading the silent picture book 
'The Arrival'. It deals with the 
theme of immigration. The 
pictures are great for writing 
stories

In Science we have been 
looking at acids and alkalis. 
We have loved being in the 
lab and conducting 
experiments with Miss 
Jones.

We have made battle 
spinners in DT �¡ we 
can't wait to show you 
the finished result!

We have been busy in 
Maths, learning about 
number, time and data.

We are learning about 
Buddhism in Ethics

We are SO PROUD of how 9 Bears have started the year. 
They have worked so hard and been absolute superstars!

Our vocabulary wall is 
back, and we are doing well 
using the new words in our 
speech and writing.



Class 9 Panthers

In English we have been 
reading the silent picture book 
'The Arrival'. It deals with the 
theme of immigration. The 
pictures are great for writing 
stories. The whole class have 
created some great dialogue 
and descriptions of the story.

We have been busy in 
Maths, learning about 
numbers, time and 
data.

We are learning about 
Buddhism in Ethics

In Science we have been 
looking homeostasis. We 
have loved being in the lab 
and conducting experiments 
with Miss Jones.

In Art we have been 
looking at the artist Keith 
Haring and we have 
recreated his work in our 
own style.

History
We have been learning about 
the Transatlantic Slave trade. 
We have looked at the origins 
of the slave trade and the 
famous middle passage, as 
well as how the slaves were 
treated on the plantations.

We have made sorts of dishes in 
cooking, including bolognaise, cheese 
and onion twists and chicken and 
pasta bake. Yummy!

We have been 
creating our own 
music soundtrack 
to Tom and Jerry.



Class M1 Wolves

English Corner �¡ Growing Learning! This 
term in English, pupils have been exploring 
the classic tale The Enormous Turnip through 
a range of exciting activities. Highlights 
include a sensory session where students 
planted their own seeds, linking storytelling 
with hands-on learning. Alongside this, 
children continue to build core skills through 
daily Phonics, reading practice, Kinetic 
Letters, Listen and Color, and Colourful 
Semantic Sentences. A fantastic blend of 
creativity, literacy, and fun!

We are very creative: Our 
Autumn Display:

Math's: This term, M1W have been busy 
mathematicians, diving into exciting number work 
and money skills! Pupils have been:
�‡  Recognising coins and notes and learning 

how to add values using two coins.
�‡ Working out amounts by combining coins in 

different ways.
�‡  Practicing counting in 2s, 3s, 5s, and 10s �   

building strong foundations for multiplication.
�‡  Exploring place value to understand how 

numbers are built and broken down.
�‡  Engaging in hands-on activities, games, and 

challenges to make maths meaningful and fun!

�w�›�­�Ø�›���Ü�È���Õ�Ø�È�ç�•���È�¨���ã�­�›��̄Ø���­�‚�Ø�•���ô�È�Ø�¹���‚�Â�•���©�Ø�È�ô��̄Â�©��

confidence. Keep counting, M1W!

We are active indoors and 
outdoors:

We've got helping hands:



Class M2 Panthers In 
Cooking, we have 

made cheese rolls, 
bacon sandwiches 

and, this 
week, Halloween 
biscuits. We also 
made ourselves 

noodles
In Forest 

School, we 
enjoyed 
doing 

natural 
printing

Our class text is 
'Wonder' - about a 
boy called Auggie, 
who has a facial 

difference. We have 
written some 

amazing diaries, 
from Auggie's 
perspective.

We are 
enjoying 

Bikeability!

In Art, we have been 
focusing on the work 
of Keith Haring, a 
'Pop artist'.



Class 10 Wolves PGL Residential
Travis, Leo and Callum went to 
Caythopre Hall for 3 days and had an 
amazing time. They said the best parts 
were the Big Swing, Rock Climbing and 
Lazer Tag.

Science �¡ Creepy 
Crawlies
Travis kindly brought in 
his collection of various 
insects for the class to 
hold or just observe!  

Design & Technology
The class have been busy designing 
cars with motors which will be raced 
during a visit to RML in November.

Pit Stop Café
As part of Enterprise, some students have 
been baking cakes to sell at the Café.  
They have taken to this so well they were 
awarded Chef of the Week.

The children have made a great 
start to Year 10, adapting 
brilliantly to the pace of Key 
Stage 4.  Well done 10 Wolves!



Class 10 Bears

PGL

PGL was an amazing trip for the students. I can 
safely say we are axe throwing, raft building, fire 
starting, den building daredevils.

Cooking has been great for the class making a 
variety of dishes. Including savoury rice, cheese 
scones, chill, and pasta.



Class 10 Panthers

Enterprise

We have been making and delivering 
Bacon Rolls and Tea Cakes for 
members of staff as part of our 

Enterprise Lessons. 

PGL

Some students went to PGL in 
Lincolnshire where they took part 

in a range of outdoor activities such 
as the Zip Wire, Raft Building and 
the Giant Swing! It was great fun, 
and everyone had a fantastic time. 

Student Council 

George was voted for by his peers to 
be one the Year 10 Representatives in 

the Student Council.

Sport and Leisure

We have been developing our 
basketball skills and getting our 

steps in by going for health walks 
around the local area. 

Cooking & Nutrition

We have been busy in the cooking room 
every Tuesday. We have been trying out 

some new recipes, and we enjoyed 
eating the chocolate chip cookies and 

cheese scones that we made!



Class 11 Wolves Silverstone
We attended Silverstone careers event where we heard 
from a range of employers about apprenticeship 
opportunities. We looked around the museum and were 
able to speak to potential employers gaining advice for 
future.

Cooking & Nutrition
�–�Y�›�‚�•�ö�•���]�ã�›�‚�•�ö�•�����È�È�¹�­���¡ 
In cooking lessons, we have 
been given one or two 
ingredients to decide what 
we would like to make with it. 
We have then independently 
created a meal and enjoyed eating 
it. Each week we have been given a 
different ingredient to work with.

Art
In Art, we have been 
drawing faces in the style of 
Manga and Anime, using 
multi-media.

Music
In Music, we have been 
learning to play the guitar.

Geography
We have been learning about 
populations, both global and 
local. We have looked at the 
pushes and pulls about why 
people live in different places. 
We have looked at the positives 
and negatives of living in 
Wellingborough.

English
In English, we have been 
studying the books 'Face' and 
'Wonder', learning about how 
people can look different on 
the outside to us. We have 
been learning to understand 
differences and how to treat 
people respectfully.



Class 11 Bears

English
11 Bears continue to read Mr. Penguin and 
are so far enjoying the story. The class have 
been working on building sentences and 
working on their punctuation.

Science
The class have been learning about heating and cooling this term. The students have 
enjoyed carrying out experiments including looking at which materials transfer heat 
the quickest and how external temperature effects the internal temperature of 
material.  Students have also been learning about germs and the importance of good 
hygiene.

PSHE
This term has focused on 
safety online and what 
details can be shared or 
not.

Maths
Pupils have been learning and 
practicing ordering number and place 
value. The class have also been 
working hard to improve their times 
table skill using TTRockstarts.

Work Related Learning
11 Bears have been hard at 
work setting up our odd 
job business. They have 
helped promote and run 
the a very busy cleaning, 
paper 
shredding, window 
cleaning, pencil sharpening 
business etc.

Ethics
This term 11 Bears have been 
focusing on different religious 
stories and thinking about what 
message we could take from these 
stories in a modern world

Careers
11 Bears have been investigation different types of jobs 
including part time, Zero hours. We have been roleplaying 
interview scenarios and how we should act during these 
interviews.

Product Design
Pupils have been designing 
and making their own 
clocks out of wood.



Class 11 Panthers
Silverstone
We attended Silverstone careers event where we heard from a 
range of employers about apprenticeship opportunities. We 
looked around the museum and were able to speak to potential 
employers gaining advice for future.

Squeaky Clean Car Wash
To raise money for prom, 11 
Panthers have decided to continue 
the established car washing 
business. They have undergone 
extensive training to ensure they 
are able to provide the best 
cleaning service possible.

Pit Stop  
While the Year 10's enjoyed their trip to 
PGL, students from 11 Panthers were 
asked to stand-in and support with the 
Pit Stop. They all seemed to really 
enjoyed being back in the café, icing 
cakes and serving the wider Friars 
community.

Design and Technology
This terms DT brief is to design and make a battery 
powered clock with a choice of materials. Our 
students have done an amazing job using their 
established skills and knowledge to produce clocks 
ranging from football T-shirts through to cartoon 
characters. 

Ethics
This term we have started 
looking at the ethical 
considerations around saviour 
siblings, using 'My Sister's 
Keeper' as a stimulus.



Post 16  Bears

Horticulture AQA

We are learning all about 
growing plants.

We have been pruning the fruit 
trees ,pulling up vegetables and 
getting the soil ready for the 

new growing season.

Animal care  AQA

We are having great 
fun , learning how to

handle and care for lots 
of different animals. 

Including  rubbing 
coconut oil into the skin 

of the 
skinny pig, washing 

hedgehogs and walking 
the llamas and goats.

WRL
At 'The Shop 'we have focused 
on practicing our mathematical 
skills . We weigh out and count 
the sweets, and are learning all 
about money, adding together 

what the customers have spent 
and working out change. 
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