December Newsletter 2025
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Welcome to our December newsletter. It's been a

great term with lots happening, we hope you enjoy

Seeing what we've been Up to. 15.01.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 7 & M1 Families invited for all Year 7 classes & M1

Diary dates for next % term

The Festive Fayre was a great success raising ove 22.01.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 8) Families invited for akrear 8 classes
£1,600. Well done to all our students for their amazing
products and SeIIing skills.mMassive thank yOUO the 29.01.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 9) Families invited for all Year 9 classes
Parent Forum group who give their ideas and time to
make the event an even bigger success than normal.

: For parents that do not have an annual reviev
04.02.26 Parents Evening in the Spring Term
Pit Stop Café (Year 10* & Families invited for all Post 16 & *Year 10
P16) classesnot the college group

05.02.26

Kind regards

Jonathan Budd

13.02.26 Final day of term Students return on Monday 23rd Februa
Head of School y y E

12.02.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 11) Families invited for all Year 11 classes




Staffing

Farewells Leadership changes for September 2026

We say goodbye to two of our staff this Christmas. Mrs S. ljewsky the CEO of our Trust (The Better
Together Learning Trust) will be retiring at the end of

Miss Andrews and Miss Wake, both taking on exciting the academic year. We will thank her and celebrate

new roles. We wish them all the best in their new her great achievements in July.
ventures and thank them dearly for all they have A ot |
done. *Y Beller logelher
I UU Following this the following appointments have been

LU NI made for September 2026.
Welcomes $e e

Mr J. Budd has been appointed to the role of CEO for
This term we welcomed two new Teaching Assistants the Better Together Learning Trust.

Miss Towers and Mrs Barlow. Both have made a great
start, and we are really pleased to have them on the Mrs R. Stockham will be the new Head of School for

team. Friars Academy.



Careers @ Friars Academy

Year 11 have all chosen their preferred
option for next academic year, selecting a wide
range of options at local colleges, sixth forms
and training providers.

Dave the dragon

Year 1
Moulton™ ear 10

é Oﬂorthampton Y o b College Tasters

Foundation Learning (_ollege
Open Event (SEND)

wedfiia_ii.__;.;AFebruaryzozs Tues 10 February 202t
5pm - 7.30pm

College events next term tend to be quieter
for Year 11/12/13 re-visits and
Younger years to start exploring

Wellingborough - =
{ ® LOLRGE Tues 27th Jan We learnt that STEAM
o anireeggan: | Kettering Tues 3rd Feb (Science Technology Engineering Artand M aths)

Both 5 pm §7.30 pm .. . :
P P IS In more areas than just Science classes!

Jack enjoyed it so much he said "I didn't want to look around college
but now | want to go there"



mailto:careers@bettertogetherlearningtrust.org

Miss Pride and Mrs
Minney (pastoral
support staff)
Would like to wish
you a Merry Itis a busy time of year but
Christmas here are some Christmas
activities you could do with
your young person.

1.Go around your neighbour hood to
find houses decorated for Christmas

Friars Academy

2.Hedgehogs need a shelter for winter 3.Christmas day rules!
to nest and rear their babies. Make one Create fun rules for the people you live
for your outdoor sSpace = with. What rules would make you all Please contact us if you need

Pastoral Area

any supportregarding your
young person.

laugh?

Winter, winter cold and Ice, a mug of hot So far, the pastoral team have held
4.0rganise a sensory treasure hunt for chocolate, now that sounds nice. a Pride of Friars tea with 4 students
your household. Make sure to take lots and their parents/carers.
of pictures to capture all the fun! Winter, winter long dark, cold nights

Let's wrap up warm in the morning and | We have run 2 terms of sensory

have SNOWBALL fights 7. | circuits and Lego therapy.




Sport & Leisure

It has been a very busy term in Sport and Leisure with a lo t of
success. Students across the school have been taking Part in
Rowvember. Our top score was 490m for KS3 and 815m
for KS4. A fantastic effort by all students!

8 Panthers attended Northampton School for Girls for a Sport s
Hall Athletics competition. They put their training with Mr
Murkett to good use and achieved 3rd Place 8Well Done!

Our Key Stage 3 Dodgeball team went to Rushden Academy
as part of the inclusive sports programme. The team were
amazing and won all their games coming first out of 4 local
teams.

We welcomed 40 students to Friars to take part in Sitting
Volleyball and Boccia, supported by our Sports Leaders.

—
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Community Sport
Opportunities

3 Your place to play

Sl & Asafe space for disabled children

Inclusive Football Opportunities for children aged 5-11 with special educational
needs, disabilities, health conditions, or any other support needs or adjustments

Time and Date: Fridays from 7pm to 8pm, on:
7" November, 14" November, 28" November, 5" December,
and 19" December (recommencing in the New Year)

Oundle School Sports Centre, Milton Road, Oundle, PE8 4AB
Mark
comets_oundletownfc@outlook.com

Location:
Contact:
Email:

L=
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| 888 Getin touch to book uour first session!

COBBIERSIDEAR

Sunday 14" December
2:00pm-4:00pm

A session delivered by The Wheelchair Basketball Experience.

ROOMB/ASIEAT

All Deaf, Hard of hearing, Partially Deaf, BSL, and non BSL users welcome

THURSDAYS

6010 7

For more info and
to book your place

Scan here

You don't have to be
a wheelchair user
to take part!

Scan below to let us
know you are attending!

[=] G, (=]

For more information please email:
NNLeisure@northnorthants.gov.uk

Sessions for
ages 5-15 and 16+

Where? =
Sixfields Stadium Community
Pitch, Northampton, NN5 5QA

» Forall abilities

« Sessions focused on fun
« Low-commitment ‘turn up and play' sessions
« Delivered by experienced, supportive coaches

All Sessions FREE until 2026!

Contact Lorna for more information:
via email: Lorna.Stockwell@ntfc.co.uk
phone or text: 07915 315156

Lodge Park Sports Centre
Corby, NN17 258G

- Scan here
s /4 tomeet Cooch Cam 2
0_7 ’x."'\ ond for directions to e / North [ ',%
S \Sm s/ the pitch C Northamplonshire o
e e Leisure \7 ]




Community Sport
Opportunities young inclusive people club

at the pemberton centre

YR

Y ; For more information contact Jackie Ackroyd on 01933 352981
(during school holidays only) Careet are EREE or emall Jackie ackroyd@freedom-leisure co.uk

For young people under 25 living with a disability.

Tuesdays 5.30 - 7.00pm Cost £3.50 per mamber £1 per sbiing (g,\_}\')
Date Sports Hall Art & Craft

13 Jan Kin-ball (5.30-6) Woodland

Cricket with the Steelbacks Animal Window

Zumba (5.45-6.10) Decorations

20 Jan Football with the Cobblers Snake Spirals
Inclusive it
27 Jan Kin-ball (5.30-6) Scratch Art
® Cricket with the Steelbacks Magnets
H I d Zumba (5.45-6.10)
0 I ay 3 Feb Dodgeball with Active Families Mythical
Glow-In-The-Dark session Creatures Art
¢ : : ; : 10 Feb Kin-ball (5.30-6) Valentine Art
B - Swimming session during school holidays for those Cricket with the Steelbacks
, ; — ' with disabilities or health conditions for all ages Zumba (5.45-6.10
Y sy ] (normal pool ratios apply). YIP returns 24 February
cngl TN th "~
>.>> :a:ur:a&, rathF:br":an.‘, :2 OO":: o Splash Leisure Pool £4 wmmmu;muﬁg?umm::tmlml o actwvitles
>> Saturday 18-/ Apri 00 O T —
‘_ IR P | Tuesdays, 10 - Ilam ., o ion

Please contact the Centre for,more info _ , _ | o el
> N A For more information contact: \ 3 ooy BAN
I | o on 0193322‘622 - henorthnorthamptonshire @freedom-leisure.co.uk 7, < - ' WQRKM

| ’ Splash Leisure Pool =2} - .
Ny Inmemory of Ronaids Abele.eho drowned a(m Embankment in 202¥. 01933 410505 ( f g Farsiliey (f ) freedomieisure
Ooorm dquod in partnership with Skilts For mmm Framework and Scott Bader Ltd. www.freedom-leisure.co.uk 2 \= TR




Science 8§
The class had their
first experience in

the lab using the
Bunsen Burners!

Forest School §
Despite some rough
weather, the class enjoyed
their time at Forest School!
They finished the term
building some animal
characters out of objects
they could find

Maths 8§

We have been
looking at different
topics including
shape, fractions and

English §
In English we have been reading some more poems
from Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl. We finished
the term by writing our own poems, inspired by the
Little Red Riding Hood tale!

Design Technology 8
The class have been working really hard in DT, and
were super proud of their animal pencil holders!




Class 7 Bears In PSHE we learnt how to
meditate and be calm.

In maths we have learnt
about properties of 3D
shapes. We also looked at
how to measure right angles
and used our angle eaters to
find them around the room.

In Art we have
been printing.

7 Bears have been really busy this
learning block. We have had so
much fun and learnt a lot.

Christmas make
We enjoyed making our cookie
jars to sell at the Christmas

In science

we used the

MICroscopes In cooking we designed

to discover and made our own

what C ells sandwiches. We had some
look like!

interesting sandwiches!



Class 7 Science §

Panthers In science we have been looking at plant and animal cells,
creating our very own. We have been using microscopes to
English § a closer look at lots of different objects the students had
In English, this term we lots of fun investigating our outdoor area and onions!
have been working on
OaA]JL AU] m vNI
Goldie locks and have
decided she is a
criminal, all of them
choosing some
interesting
punishments!

DT §

Our first project of : We had lots of fun
an animal shaped - Ny | drilling holes of

pencil holder went 7 AR d | muy This term we have looked the bottom of the
down smoothly. The palieil &SNS g % | at shapes both 2D & 3D. platers and filling
whole class taking 1 e[| | Having fun using polydron them up ready to
home their fantastic g _——d * to make some shapes. grow some new
finished projects. flowers.



Class 8 ' =
Wolves

Maths

We have been learning about lots of different things
including money. We have also been learning about the

nets of 3D shapes.

L/

Science- Biology
We have been learning about
'‘Getting the Energy Your Body Needs'

Geography- &£
Natural Hazards
and Globalisation
We have enjoyed
learning about Africa

PE
We have been taking
part in lots of sporting
activities including
sitting down Volleyball

el

Christmas Fayre
We had lots of fun making snowman biscuits and Christmas
bookmarks. Thank you to everyone who bought something.
We managed to sell everything in an hour!



,,,,,

Science has included looking at differént states
of matter including density and diffusion...... -

We loved getting creative for the enterprise Christmas Fayre
clay tree decoratlons and some festive prlntlng |n Art!

“('




| In Forest School , we made
candles and bow and arrows!

We went to NSG School
and had a day of athletics.
We came 3rd!

Class 8 Panthers

- In D&T,
Oliver won - | we have
the Values =2 | been
award for S EEE making
Resilience! U1 pen
Jessicawon | Wy holders
the Values |\ =~ in DT!
award for - -
Kindness!

In Personal :
Development, we ,

about CPR and the
recovery position!

We had a Prison Officer
come in and talk to us
about her job!

In Science this term, we have been
learning about magnets,
pressure and electricity. Here are
some pictures from just static
electricity experiments!

Christmas Fayre!
We had so much fun
—= making dog biscuits
9% and Christmas tree
decorations to sell at
the Fayre. All the
students worked super
hard and created
brilliant items. It was
great to see so many 01:‘
you there.




Class 9 Wolves

In Science this term we have carried on with
our 'Dead or Alive' topic and continued to look at
different body systems and cells. The class enjoyed
a practical lesson where we made our own working
digestive system to make poo!

In PD this term the class
have been looking at how to
keep themselves safe online.

They made posters to
display in our classroom.

For the School Fayre we
® made truffles 8&hey were
¥ very successful and we
sold out within 30
minutes.

In Forest School the class have enjoyed melting
marshmallows on the fire and extending
their learning on the 5 senses from our English
lessons.




9 Bears have had a great term. They should all be very proud.
We are looking forward to the Christmas break now though!
We have 2 new additions to the class: welcome Zane and welcome back Xander!

U JOB SEEKERS

English - Ethics Maths
We have finished Th;":t“:im"&‘w’?f"'t ] x We have been learning about We have looked at Geometry; We have
reading ‘The Arrival' fg © ”Ei?f S ,f = Buddhism. We learned about learned about money and fractions.
We did a loads of PP T the life of Prince Siddhartha We enjoyed playing a game with
writing, but the class g\u\”\ = and mindfulness and money where we got paid for correct
particularly enjoyed  |§f~* 24w, Bl meditation. We learned answers!
writing job adverts. . SSICII about the symbolism of lotus

' ‘ flowers and made

paper ones!

DT

_ We made boxes this term.
Science .| B We also finished our battle-
We have had loads of fun - WSS spinners 8Kya and Malachi's

In the lab this term. We ICT = were best, but Kya came out on
made bottle rockets as Kya won the We have been doing Lego e

part of the space Values award for coding in Computing. The
topic, and we got to Integrity I class have been making
dissect kidneys when we Zane won the ™ = their models do all sorts of
looked at body systems Values award for— = :f‘Un things!
Respect _ .
Skyla won the Thank you for your support at the Christmas Fair.
7 The class made beautiful wreaths to sell and the
KS3 Rowvember- . . o
hall : Christmas jars looked great too. Sadly, Pixie did not
chalienge win the bear, which was probably for the best as
she won loads on the raffle!




9 Panthers have had a fantastic term; they are now looking for

ward to the Christmas break.

In English we have just finished reading
‘The Arrival'. The class have created some
fantastic work linked to the subject of
immigration.

Cooking 8We have been making all sorts
of lovely things in cooking and showing
off our culinary skills. A firm favourite were
the chicken Fajita's and the lovely mince
pies. Jayden was awarded Chef of the
week for his amazing Macaroni cheese.

History
We have been looking at
Crime and Punishment

through the ages. We have
really enjoyed learning about

Tudor punishments such
Death by cake!!!

Sport and Leisure

We have been developing our skills in
boxercise, handball and yoga. Gabriel also
received the Sports Performance award for
his amazing boxercise moves!

popular prize.

Christmas Fayre 8We had great fun with our 'Naughty
or Nice' lucky dip. A Brussel sprout was not the most

Computing 8We had
great fun coding with
Lego.

Science 8&the class have really
enjoyed the Space topic.
Gabriel was awarded the
Science star of the week for
being so knowledgeable about
the solar system.




Class M1 We are delighted to reflect on a fantastic term filled wit h achievement and dedication. As we approach the
Wolves festive season, we look forward to a well-deserved Christmasbreak and the opportunities the new year will
bring.

MiW'enjoy_ed The
Wizard of Oz story and
fun activities!

DT and Art Project

Cooking: making
omelets, biscuits,
sandwiches, chips
and much more ! We
are using our skills
to prepare

delicious food, but
tasting is the best

part! InMaths WKLY WHUP ZH-Y MG mECHYELCH 0]
exploring some exciting topic§! Christmas Fair! How
2D Shapes ¥ Place Value: Understanding the fun it was to make:

value of each digit in a number.

Q)’ . - + 2D Shapes: Identifying and Candle holders, Popcom
s Sane Fadioow describing different shapes and Reindeers and

i, : their properties. Christmas biscuits! Well
[ . . . ¥ Recognizing Money: Learning done to all students!
S to identify coins and notes and

Rhombus Trapezoid Haptagon Pentagon understand their values.




Class M2 Panthers

We really enjoy forest school activities.

In Art this term,
we have been
working on
different types
of printing.

We also
participated
in RowVember.




CLASS 10 WOLVES PGL Residential

Travis, Leo and Callum went off to
Caythorpe Hall for outdoor pursuits
with some other Year 10 students in
October. Travis was worried he
might get lost so came dressed
appropriately....

Christmas Fayre

Mr B's "Too Hot to Handle Candles' flew off the
stall, we sold out and made a great profit. 10
Wolves worked really hard on these and were
rightly proud of the festive results.

Values Award Winner

We are all super proud of Shane
who won the school Values Award
for his kindness and helpfulness.
Congratulations Shane!

RML Visit

As part of our DT lesson, we
visited RML to see the work

that they do with the 'Super
cars. We also raced our very
own cars made this term and

we also had our first tank (Harry)
and bike (Jerrelle). Innovation

at its best!

VALUES AWARD

Hag Singe =

L

CSI Science Project

10 Wolves absolutely loved playing
detective to uncover the Unicorn
Thief. They took their job very
seriously and had great fun too.

Hnden

e 1 W x &)

Mr Hurt

We look forward to welcoming
back Mr Hurt who will return after
Christmas as our joint tutor with
Mr Bodicoat.

Thank you Mr B for a brilliant term.




In English the class
have been looking
at Macbeth and
writing witches
brews.

There are 7 Wfing

What do you Scale of dragon: tooth of wolf:

In PE the class have R
been working on =g K i MRS

of each line? Liver of blaspheming
Gall of goat, and slips of y

. - - ) N |
fltn eSS an d Slttl n g (¢ | - Fillet of a fenny snake, Sliver'd in the moon's eclipse:
& g = = In the caldron boil and bake; Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s lips;
I I b al I . = = e ’ Eye of newt, and toe of frog, ;dd there fo a tiger's chaudron,
VO ey . Wool of bat, and tongue of dog, °Ut‘: ingredients of our
y 8. ° > : N /, Adder's fork, and blind-worm’s Sl

Lizard's leg, and owlet's —
For a charm of powerful trouble Cool it with a baboon's
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble. Then the charm is firm and 404

Double, double toil and trouble:
Fire burn, and caldron bubble.

P
! Class 10

The class got all the toys
wrapped and ready for the
Christmas Fayre- Toy Tombola.



Class 10 Panthers

It's been another super busy, action-packed term in 10 Panthers.
Students have been working hard in lessons and are looking forward
to a well-earned break. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas.

Hope received the
Maths Award for her
enthusiasm towards

learning her Times Tables.

We went to see Beauty
and the Beast Pantomime
at the Castle Theatre as
part of our Art and Music
Curriculum.

We enjoyed making Hot Chocolate
Reindeer Cones to sell at the
Christmas Fayre.

%qgl INmMVLN_p ® ]
use amused with his
cheeky antics!

Charlie and George were awarded
Chef of the Week for designing and

making some amazing sandwiches!




Class 11 Wolves

/English

We have been
continuing to read the

laal ® AJN~ A_L

KMaths

We have been learning to
read travel timetables, so
that we would be able to
use public transport with
A toriidehce in the future.

out parts of the book,

)

focusing on the
emotions of the
characters.

music

We have been learning
how to play the guitar,
looking at pop music, in
particular, The Beatles.
Students have been
teaching each other to play

the guitar too. /

= /Cooking & Nutrition
We have been
following recipes with
minimal support. We
have made hot-dog
reindeers and mince

pies. /

ﬁl istory

N wWN_p panmAp®TNN
Victorian prison to see and
experience what prisoners
would have gone through.
We acted out different
roles, as either a police

officer or prisoner. /

(Zhristmas Make
We worked together to make lots
of Marshmallow Snowmen to sell
at the Christmas Fayre.

)




Mahs In English we have

In Maths we have been learning around the room, been focusing
getting out of our chairs and testing our maths on instruction
knowledge independently and in pairs to match the writing
answers. (making a sandwich
Topics : Inverse operations and number ordering. and how important
imperative verbs can
be) Mrs Boulden

CB- m«- S had far too much fun
with acting out the

In Careers we have been Instructions.

focusing on our strengths
and looking at "after Friars "
choices. Preparing questions

and presenting them. We

have visited post 16, had a

visitor in from Moulton

College and ending the term
with The beehive.

In Science we have Eh I
completed 2 AQA units  § I G
Heating and cooling &

Chemistry. We have had lots . . : . : -
of funycompleting the learning about all religions In Speaking and listening we have been working in

experiments, watching the and the stories that represent groups or pairs to play an activity together,
changes and EATING some of their beliefs. promoting the pupils to communicate with full
them. sentences 8with less support from staff each week.

In Ethics we have been




Class 11 Panthers

The festive fun has begun for our lovely Panthers. They'v e been busy baking for their last Friars Christmas fayr e
and enjoyed their active English lesson with Mrs Curtis being a dog. The naughty elf "Tina" has also returned
and is getting up to all kinds of mischief in room 14.
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