
December Newsletter 2025

Welcome to our December newsletter. It's been a 
great term with lots happening, we hope you enjoy 
seeing what we've been up to. 

The Festive Fayre was a great success raising over 
£1,600. Well done to all our students for their amazing 
products and selling skills. A massive thank you to the 
Parent Forum group who give their ideas and time to 
make the event an even bigger success than normal. 

Kind regards

Jonathan Budd
Head of School

Diary dates for next ½ term

Date Event Who

15.01.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 7 & M1) Families invited for all Year 7 classes & M1

22.01.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 8) Families invited for allYear 8 classes 

29.01.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 9) Families invited for all Year 9 classes

04.02.26 Parents Evening 
For parents that do not have an annual review 
in the Spring Term

05.02.26
Pit Stop Café (Year 10* & 
P16)

Families invited for all Post 16 & *Year 10 
classes, not the college group

12.02.26 Pit Stop Café (Year 11) Families invited for all Year 11 classes

13.02.26 Final day of term Students return on Monday 23rd February 



Staffing

Farewells

We say goodbye to two of our staff this Christmas.

Miss Andrews and Miss Wake, both taking on exciting 
new roles. We wish them all the best in their new 
ventures and thank them dearly for all they have 
done. 

Welcomes

This term we welcomed two new Teaching Assistants 
Miss Towers and Mrs Barlow. Both have made a great 
start, and we are really pleased to have them on the 
team.

Leadership changes for September 2026

Mrs S. Ijewsky the CEO of our Trust (The Better 
Together Learning Trust) will be retiring at the end of 
the academic year. We will thank her and celebrate 
her great achievements in July.

Following this the following appointments have been 
made for September 2026.

Mr J. Budd has been appointed to the role of CEO for 
the Better Together Learning Trust.

Mrs R. Stockham will be the new Head of School for 
Friars Academy. 



Careers @ Friars Academy

We learnt that STEAM 

(Science Technology Engineering Art and Maths) 
is in more areas than just Science classes!

Jack enjoyed it so much he said "I didn't want to look around college 
but now I want to go there"

Please get in contact if you have any 
queries careers@bettertogetherlearningtrust.org

Year 11 have all chosen their preferred 
option for next academic year, selecting a wide 
range of options at local colleges, sixth forms 

and training providers.

Tues 10 February 2026
5pm - 7.30pm

College events next term tend to be quieter
for Year 11/12/13 re-visits and

Younger years to start exploring

Wellingborough
Tues 27th Jan
Kettering Tues 3rd Feb 
Both 5 pm �§ 7.30 pm

     Year 10 
  College Tasters

mailto:careers@bettertogetherlearningtrust.org


1.Go around your neighbour hood to 
find houses decorated for Christmas

2.Hedgehogs need a shelter for winter 
to nest and rear their babies. Make one 
for your outdoor space

3.Christmas day rules!
Create fun rules for the people you live 
with. What rules would make you all 
laugh?

4.Organise a sensory treasure hunt for 
your household. Make sure to take lots 
of pictures to capture all the fun!

Winter, winter cold and Ice, a mug of hot 
chocolate, now that sounds nice.

Winter, winter long dark, cold nights
Let's wrap up warm in the morning and 
have SNOWBALL fights

So far, the pastoral team have held 
a Pride of Friars tea with 4 students 
and their parents/carers.

We have run 2 terms of sensory 
circuits and Lego therapy.



Sport & Leisure  

It has been a very busy term in Sport and Leisure with a lo t of 
success.  Students across the school have been taking Part in 
Rowvember. Our top score was 490m for KS3 and 815m 
for KS4.  A fantastic effort by all students!

8 Panthers attended Northampton School for Girls for a Sport s 
Hall Athletics competition. They put their training with Mr 
Murkett to good use and achieved 3rd Place  �§ Well Done!

Our Key Stage 3 Dodgeball team went to Rushden Academy 
as part of the inclusive sports programme. The team were 
amazing and won all their games coming first out of 4 local 
teams.

We welcomed 40 students to Friars to take part in Sitting 
Volleyball and Boccia, supported by our Sports Leaders.  



Community Sport 
Opportunities



Community Sport
Opportunities



Class 7 Wolves
Forest School �§ 

Despite some rough 
weather, the class enjoyed 
their time at Forest School! 

They finished the term 
building some animal 

characters out of objects 
they could find 

Design Technology �§ 
The class have been working really hard in DT, and 
were super proud of their animal pencil holders!Science �§

The class had their 
first experience in 
the lab using the 
Bunsen Burners!

English �§ 
In English we have been reading some more poems 
from Revolting Rhymes by Roald Dahl. We finished 
the term by writing our own poems, inspired by the 

Little Red Riding Hood tale!

Maths �§ 
We have been 

looking at different 
topics including 

shape, fractions and 
length

Christmas Fayre
We had fun making our decorations to sell at the 

Christmas Fayre �§ a very crafty afternoon! 



Class 7 Bears

In maths we have learnt 
about properties of 3D 
shapes. We also looked at 
how to measure right angles 
and used our angle eaters to 
find them around the room.

In PSHE we learnt how to 
meditate and be calm.

Christmas make
We enjoyed making our cookie 
jars to sell at the Christmas 
fayre.

In cooking we designed 
and made our own 
sandwiches. We had some 
interesting sandwiches!

In science 
we used the 
microscopes 
to discover 
what cells 
look like!

In Art we have 
been printing.

7 Bears have been really busy this 
learning block. We have had so 

much fun and learnt a lot.



Class 7 
Panthers

English �§ 
In English, this term we 
have been working on 
�0�a�A�]�L�����A�U�]� �̄m���v�N�l�m�V�a�_���a�S��
Goldie locks and have 
decided she is a 
criminal, all of them 
choosing some 
interesting 
punishments!

Science  �§ 
In science we have been looking at plant and animal cells, 
creating our very own.  We have been using microscopes to 
a closer look at lots of different objects the students had 
lots of fun investigating our outdoor area and onions! 

We had lots of fun 
drilling holes of 
the bottom of the 
platers and filling 
them up ready to 
grow some new 
flowers. 

DT �§ 
Our first project of 
an animal shaped  
pencil holder went 
down smoothly. The 
whole class taking 
home their fantastic 
finished projects. 

Maths �§ 
This term we have looked 
at shapes both 2D & 3D. 
Having fun using polydron 
to make some shapes. 



Class 8 
Wolves

PE 
We have been taking 
part in lots of sporting 

activities including 
sitting down Volleyball

Christmas Fayre
We had lots of fun making snowman biscuits and Christmas 
bookmarks.  Thank you to everyone who bought something.  

We managed to sell everything in an hour!

Maths
We have been learning about lots of different things 

including money.  We have also been learning about the 
nets of 3D shapes.

Science- Biology
We have been learning about 

'Getting the Energy Your Body Needs '

Geography- 
Natural Hazards 

and Globalisation
We have enjoyed 

learning about Africa



Class 8 Bears

We loved getting creative for the enterprise Christmas Fayre...... mak ing and painting 
clay tree decorations, and some festive printing in Art!

Science has included looking at different states 
of matter including density and diffusion......



Class 8 Panthers
In Science this term, we have been 

learning about magnets, 
pressure and electricity. Here are 

some pictures from just static 
electricity experiments!

Christmas Fayre!
We had so much fun 
making dog biscuits 
and Christmas tree 
decorations to sell at 
the Fayre. All the 
students worked super 
hard and created 
brilliant items. It was 
great to see so many of 
you there.

In D&T, 
we have 
been 
making 
pen 
holders 
in DT!

In Personal 
Development, we 
have been learning 
about CPR and the 
recovery position!

We had a Prison Officer  
come in and talk to us 
about her job!

We went to NSG School 
and had a day of athletics. 
We came 3rd!

In Forest School , we made 
candles and bow and arrows!

Oliver won 
the Values 
award for 

Resilience!
Jessica won 
the Values 
award for 

Kindness!



Class 9 Wolves

In Science this term we have carried on with 
our 'Dead or Alive' topic and continued to look at 

different body systems and cells. The class enjoyed 
a practical lesson where we made our own working 

digestive system to make poo!

In PD this term the class 
have been looking at how to 
keep themselves safe online. 

They made posters to 
display in our classroom.

For the School Fayre we 
made truffles �§ they were 
very successful and we 

sold out within 30 
minutes.

In Forest School the class have enjoyed melting 
marshmallows on the fire and extending 

their learning on the 5 senses from our English 
lessons.



9 Bears have had a great term. They should all be very proud.
We are looking forward to the Christmas break now though!
We have 2 new additions to the class: welcome Zane and welcome back Xander!

English
We have finished 
reading 'The Arrival'
We did a loads of 
writing, but the class 
particularly enjoyed 
writing job adverts.

Maths
We have looked at Geometry; We have 
learned about money and fractions.
We enjoyed playing a game with 
money where we got paid for correct 
answers!

DT
We made boxes this term.
We also finished our battle-
spinners �§ Kya and Malachi's 
were best, but Kya came out on 
top in the end!

Science
We have had loads of fun 
in the lab this term. We 
made bottle rockets as 
part of the space 
topic, and we got to 
dissect kidneys when we 
looked at body systems

Ethics
We have been learning about 
Buddhism. We learned about 
the life of Prince Siddhartha 
and mindfulness and 
meditation. We learned 
about the symbolism of lotus 
flowers and made 
paper ones!

Thank you for your support at the Christmas Fair. 
The class made beautiful wreaths to sell and the 
Christmas jars looked great too. Sadly, Pixie did not 
win the bear, which was probably for the best as 
she won loads on the raffle!

ICT
We have been doing Lego 
coding in Computing. The 
class have been making 
their models do all sorts of 
fun things!

Kya won the 
Values award for 

Integrity
Zane won the 

Values award for 
Respect

Skyla won the 
KS3 Rowvember 

challenge



In English  we have just finished reading 
'The Arrival'. The class have created some 
fantastic work linked to the subject of 
immigration.

History
We have been looking at 
Crime and Punishment 
through the ages. We have 
really enjoyed learning about 
Tudor punishments such 
Death by cake!!!

Cooking  �§ We have been making all sorts 
of lovely things in cooking and showing 
off our culinary skills. A firm favourite were 
the chicken Fajita's and the lovely mince 
pies. Jayden was awarded Chef of the 
week for his amazing Macaroni cheese.

Science  �§ the class have really 
enjoyed the Space topic. 
Gabriel was awarded the 
Science star of the week for 
being so knowledgeable about 
the solar system.

Sport and Leisure
We have been developing our skills in 
boxercise, handball and yoga. Gabriel also 
received the Sports Performance award for 
his amazing boxercise moves!

Christmas Fayre �§ We had great fun with our 'Naughty 
or Nice' lucky dip. A Brussel sprout was not the most  
popular prize. 

9 Panthers have had a fantastic term; they are now looking for ward to the Christmas break.

Computing  �§ We had 
great fun coding with 
Lego.



Class M1 
Wolves

We are delighted to reflect on a fantastic term filled wit h achievement and dedication. As we approach the 
festive season, we look forward to a well-deserved Christmas break and the opportunities the new year will 
bring.

DT and Art Project

Cooking:  making 
omelets, biscuits, 
sandwiches, chips 
and much more ! We 
are using our skills 
to prepare 
delicious food, but 
tasting is the best 
part!

Remembrance day

Christmas Make for 
Christmas Fair! How 
fun it was to make: 
candle holders, Popcorn 
Reindeers and 
Christmas biscuits! Well 
done to all students!

M1W enjoyed The 
Wizard of Oz story and 
fun activities!

In Maths �W�K�L�V���W�H�U�P�����Z�H�·�Y�H���E�H�H�Q��
exploring some exciting topics!
�‡ Place Value: Understanding the 

value of each digit in a number.
�‡ 2D Shapes: Identifying and 

describing different shapes and 
their properties.

�‡ Recognizing Money:  Learning 
to identify coins and notes and 
understand their values.



Class M2 Panthers

In Art this term, 
we have been 
working on 
different types 
of printing.

We really enjoy forest school activities.
We also 
participated 
in RowVember.



 CLASS 10 WOLVES

RML Visit  
As part of our DT lesson, we 
visited RML to see the work 
that they do with the 'Super' 
cars.  We also raced our very 
own cars made this term and 
we also had our first tank (Harry) 
and bike (Jerrelle).  Innovation 
at its best!

Christmas Fayre
Mr B's 'Too Hot to Handle Candles' flew off the 
stall, we sold out and made a great profit.  10 
Wolves worked really hard on these and were 
rightly proud of the festive results.

CSI Science Project
10 Wolves absolutely loved playing 
detective to uncover the Unicorn 
Thief.  They took their job very 
seriously and had great fun too.

PGL Residential
Travis, Leo and Callum went off to 
Caythorpe Hall for outdoor pursuits 
with some other Year 10 students in 
October.  Travis was worried he 
might get lost so came dressed 
appropriately....

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Mr Hurt
We look forward to welcoming 
back Mr Hurt who will return after 
Christmas as our joint tutor with 
Mr Bodicoat.

Thank you Mr B for a brilliant term.

Values Award Winner
We are all super proud of Shane 
who won the school Values Award 
for his kindness and helpfulness. 
Congratulations Shane!



In English the class 
have been looking 

at Macbeth and 
writing witches 

brews.

Class 10 
Bears

In PE the class have 
been working on 
fitness and sitting 

volleyball.

The class got all the toys 
wrapped and ready for the 

Christmas Fayre- Toy Tombola.

10 Bears 
hope you all 
have a lovely 
break and we 
will see you 

in 2026.



Class 10 Panthers

It's been another super busy, action-packed term in 10 Panthers. 
Students have been working hard in lessons and are looking forward 

to a well-earned break. We wish you all a very Merry Christmas. 

Charlie and George were awarded 
Chef of the Week  for designing and 
making some amazing sandwiches! 

Hope received the 
Maths Award for her 
enthusiasm towards 

learning her Times Tables. 

We enjoyed making Hot Chocolate 
Reindeer Cones to sell at the 

Christmas Fayre.

We went to see Beauty 
and the Beast Pantomime 
at the Castle Theatre as 

part of our Art and Music 
Curriculum. 

�%�q�l���l�N�m�V�L�N�_�p���®���]�S�¯���U�A�m���\�N�i�p��
use amused with his 

cheeky antics! 



Class 11 Wolves

English
We have been 
continuing to read the 
�I�a�a�\���®���A�J�N�¯���A�_�L���A�J�p�V�_�T��
out parts of the book, 
focusing on the 
emotions of the 
characters. 

Maths
We have been learning to 
read travel timetables, so 
that we would be able to 
use public transport with 
confidence in the future.

History
�:�N���w�N�_�p���p�a���A���®�l�N-�m�p�A�T�N�L�¯��
Victorian prison to see and 
experience what prisoners 
would have gone through. 
We acted out different 
roles, as either a police 
officer or prisoner. 

Music
We have been learning 
how to play the guitar, 
looking at pop music, in 
particular, The Beatles. 
Students have been 
teaching each other to play 
the guitar too. 

Cooking & Nutrition
We have been 
following recipes with 
minimal support. We 
have made hot-dog 
reindeers and mince 
pies. 

Christmas Make
We worked together to make lots 
of Marshmallow Snowmen to sell 
at the Christmas Fayre. 



11 
Bears

Maths
In Maths we have been learning around the room, 

getting out of our chairs and testing our maths 
knowledge independently and in pairs to match the 

answers.
Topics : Inverse operations and number ordering.

In Science we have 
completed 2 AQA units �§ 
Heating and cooling & 

Chemistry. We have had lots 
of fun completing the 

experiments, watching the 
changes and EATING some of 

them.

Car eers
In Careers we have been 
focusing on our strengths 

and looking at "after Friars " 
choices. Preparing questions 

and presenting them. We 
have visited post 16, had a 

visitor in from Moulton 
College and ending the term 

with The beehive.

In English we have 
been focusing 
on  instruction 

writing
(making a sandwich 
and how important 

imperative verbs can 
be)  Mrs Boulden 

had far too much fun 
with acting out the 

instructions.

In Speaking and listening we have been working in 
groups or pairs to play an activity together, 

promoting the pupils to communicate with full 
sentences �§ with less support from staff each week. 

Ethics
In Ethics we have been 

learning about all religions 
and the stories that represent 

their beliefs.



Class 11 Panthers

The festive fun has begun for our lovely Panthers. They'v e been busy baking for their last Friars Christmas fayr e 
and enjoyed their active English lesson with Mrs Curtis being a  dog. The naughty elf "Tina" has also returned 
and is getting up to all kinds of mischief in room 14.



Post 16  Bears
Horticulture AQA

Spring is just around the corner and Post 16 
have been busy planting daffodils around the 
school car park. We look forward to seeing 

them bloom.

Animal care AQA

We learnt how to look after 
the very newest members of 

the farm. We also planted 
barley seeds to grow young 
plants to feed the animals.

Life skills AQA

We continue to learn all 
the skills we will need in 

adult life.



�^���À���Œ�Ç�����Z�]�o���U�����À���Œ�Ç�����Z���v�����U�����À���Œ�Ç�����Ç�_
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