Friars Close, Wellingborough
Northamptonshire, NN8 2LA

Tel: 01933 304950
Email: office@friars.northants.sch.uk
www.friarsacademy.org

5" September 2025

Dear Parent / Carer

We are very excited to be able to offer our Key Stage 4 students the opportunity to partake in the Duke of
Edinburgh (DofE) Bronze Award. The DofE is about setting personal challenges and pushing personal
boundaries. During the DofE programme young people have fun, improve their self-esteem and build
confidence. They gain essential skills and attributes for work and life such as resilience, problem-solving,
teamwork and communication.

There are four main sections of the DofE programme: Volunteering, Physical, Skills and Expedition. Every young
person’s DofE programme is personal to them — they can choose what they would like to do for their Physical,
Skills and Volunteering sections, and most activities can count. We will provide guidance and support, and
students can either choose to continue an activity they already do or discover something completely new.
Students must also take part in a school co-ordinated overnight camping expedition. The Bronze DofE is not a
“taught” award and students need to be motivated and prepared to participate in extra-curricular activities to
fulfil the requirements.

BRONZE

Volunteering 3 months ~L 1 further 3

Skills 3 months

Timescales

Students can get started on their non-expedition sections as soon as they are registered. Two of the sections
must be completed over a three-month period and the third over a sixth month period, for one hour per week.
For a list of ideas for each section please visit: www.dofe.org/do/ideas/

About the expedition

The Expedition section involves your child working as part of a small team to plan their expedition’s aim, choose
a location and do some training to make sure they're fully prepared — before spending two days and one night
camping outdoors. In the past we have used the school field as our base to sleep overnight and visited Pitsford
one day and Irchester Country Park on the other.
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It sounds great. How do I sign up?

We are asking for a £50 for voluntary contribution towards the cost of running DofE Bronze. If you would like
your child to take part, please complete form below and the enrolment form and return by Wednesday 10t
September 2025.

The number of places available on the DofE programme are limited and will be allocated on a first come, first
served basis — with Year 11 taking priority as there will be another cohort next year.

If you are successful in gaining a place you will be notified and a payment request of £50 will be added to your
Arbor account which will be payable by the end of September.

If you would like any further information in the meantime, please feel free to contact me.

Yours faithfully

Miss L Dorrian
Key Stage 4 Leader

(Parent/Carer) of .. .. understand the commitments that
are involved in DofE Bronze Award Programme and would I|ke my chlld to be enrolled.
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